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count, whereas today there must be few places to which
the sufficiently wealthy cannot penetrate if they wish. It
musty however, be remembered that in those days of great
landed families, rank and money usually went hand in
hand, whilst the great merchants lived in a different
world from the aristocracy, with a social life of their own.

The price of the precious ticket was remarkably cheap
compared with present standards, being only 7s. 6d.
excluding supper. Applicants had to make a written
request, and then send for the answer, which took the
form of either a voucher or a refusal with no reasons
given. Of the more courteous form of refusal, we are
given the following specimen, written on the applicant's

card: 'Lady------'s compliments and is very sorry, but

has already been obliged to refuse fifty.' Oddly enough,
however, politeness seems not to have characterised all
the Lady Patronesses.

It is not surprising to learn that there was tremendous
competition to get admission to Almack's, especially
amongst those who had marriageable daughters, or even
sons, since it set the seal of eligibility on the elect. Per-
haps the neatest description of all that Almack's meant
is in Luttrell's Advice to Julia.

There baffled Cupid points his darts,
With surer aim at jaded hearts $
And Hymen lurking in the porch
But half conceals his lighted torch.
Hence the petitions and addresses
So humble to the Patronesses;
The messages and notes by dozens,
From their Welsh aunts and twentieth cousins,
Who hope to get their daughters in
By proving they are Founder's Kin..   .
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